
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  UPDATE 
NOVEMBER 2016 

Mothers’ Home: 

In the last edition in April we reported that the walls were roof high. What a transformation in the 

intervening months! We are delighted to report that the building, which has two bedrooms, each with a 

shower and toilet, and a sitting room, is now complete both outside and inside. The official dedication 

ceremony was on 11th July, attended by mothers, children, staff and local guests in addition to visiting UK 

trustee, Alan Brooks. We have just sent funds for furnishings and equipment and it is then ready for 

occupation. We have two mothers ready to retire but are having some difficulty finding replacement 

mothers. However, the search goes on. The next phase is landscaping and integrating the new building 

into the existing compound. Work has already been completed to level the surrounding area and to 

provide suitable access. A badminton court for the use of the children is also being constructed. 

 

 

 

  

Football: 

In the last edition we included an item about a visitor to Hope, Chris Miller, 

doing several football training sessions with the children. Well, the sport has 

taken off in a big way since. Following his visit, we got a kind donation to 

cover further intensive football training during the summer holidays in April 

and May for both boys and girls. The trainer now comes every week and the 

sessions are hugely successful. We just heard that a senior boys’ team and a 

junior girls’ team are now ready to play matches with other schools in the 

area which is great news. 

The teams are now looking for local businesses to sponsor their kit. To help 

with this, we are asking any of you out there who work at schools or with 

clubs, to ask them to collect in any old football boots that have been 

outgrown – small sizes please up to size 6. Send them to any committee 

member and we will make sure they get taken out. Thank you! 

 

We are extremely grateful for all 

the donations, large and small, 

which made this possible. It is a 

truly amazing achievement and 

means so much to the retiring 

mothers and to the children who 

now have grandmothers who can 

stay. 

Thank you all very much! 

 

Chris presenting Nikhil with the Golden 

Boot 



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this section we look at how our supporters have turned a hobby or 

interest into a fundraising opportunity for Hope. This time we feature 

Eva Heim and her partner Graham. 

Eva visited Hope in January 2012 and has documented her impressions 

in a lovely video clip to be found on our website: www.hopeindia.org. – 

well worth having a look. Suffice to say she was very impressed. 

On her return she wanted to do something to help. Eva’s partner, 

Graham, is a very keen gardener and they hit on the idea of an annual 

Plant Sale and Afternoon Tea at their home in Wiveliscombe, Somerset 

each June. Graham starts the process in early autumn, potting up spare 

plants from their garden, getting plants from friends and neighbours 

and buying up sad, neglected plants from garden centres. He nurtures 

them along and usually has hundreds of plants ready for the sale. 

Friends and neighbours come, stock up on plants, enjoy an afternoon 

tea and a chat and pay by donation. The event has grown in popularity 

and this year raised over £800 !  

We are extremely grateful to Eva and Graham for their wonderful 

annual effort. 

 

 

Great North Run 

Congratulations and a huge thank you 

to our five runners who did the Great 

North Run in September.  

 
They are L to R. Mat Oddy 1hr 33mins : 

Jon Denton 1hr 41mins : Rikki 

Hammond 1hr 51mins : Richard Green 

2hrs 11mins : Jack Denton 1hr 26 mins.  

Between them they raised over £2000 

with Justgiving, in addition to cash 

sponsorship still coming in. We are 

extremely grateful to all of them for 

their achievement in completing and 

for their fundraising efforts.  

This could be you in 2017! If you are 

interested in participating in GNR next 

year for Hope we again have five 

places - please email John Veitch at 

veitch10@gmail.com for details. 

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking for volunteers to place 

boxes, up to five if possible, in shops, 

workplaces and homes in their area. 

Can you help? It simply requires 

distributing the boxes, collecting and 

replacing at intervals and encouraging 

takers to keep in a prominent position. 

For further details, contact Norma 

Veitch. Tel. 07968375808 or on 

normaveitch1@gmail.com 

 

Collection 

boxes form a 

substantial, 

steady income 

for Hope. 

However, we 

have only 

been able to 

place 35 

boxes so far. 

You could be supporting HOPE without it costing you a penny! 

When you are buying your Christmas presents or other goods online, your 

store, Amazon, John Lewis etc. will donate a percentage of what you spend to 

HOPE. All you do is go to App Store from your tablet/phone. Put in 

Easyfundraising and the app comes up. Download. When you want to buy 

anything on the internet just click on app then click on the store you need. No 

messing about at all.  

Recycle you old printer cartridges from your home or business. Register on 

www.recycle4charity.co.uk, and choose HOPE Community Village as your 

charity. They will send you envelopes and donate valuable funds to HOPE.  

http://www.hopeindia.org/
mailto:veitch10@gmail.com


       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Another wedding: 

Yet another of our older girls, Neethu, got 

married to Sibi in April. They live in Kochi and 

Neethu is able to continue her job as a staff 

nurse in a local hospital. Guest of honour was 

her sister, Geethu, who came back from Tamil 

Nadu, where she is also studying Nursing. 

Congratulations to Neethu and her husband 

and we wish them a happy life together. 

 

 
Friends of Hope Lincs.  

host fundraiser: 

Picture: John Veitch arrives 

in rickshaw, piloted by Oscar. 

 

On 31st July, there was an excellent fundraising dinner for 

Hope at Millers Indian Restaurant near Grimsby which raised 

over £1000 for Hope. The event was hosted by Chris and 

Danielle Miller of the recently formed Lincolnshire Friends of 

Hope – a small group of people from the area, some of whom 

have been to visit Hope in recent times, who are committed 

to supporting Hope in as many ways as possible. 

It was a most successful evening at a lovely venue and the 

owner and staff at the restaurant made everyone feel very 

welcome, served wonderful food and were very, very 

generous. In addition to the delicious food, there was an 

Indian cycle-rickshaw providing rides to add to the 

authenticity of the experience.  

Could you set up a Friends of Hope group in your area to 

support our work? In the last edition we featured Jenny Long 

who has assembled a Friends of Hope group in Poole, Dorset.   

 

 Corporate Supporters’ Corner 

 

 In this edition’s “Corporate Corner” we feature Il Mulino – a popular, well-established restaurant in Hebden Bridge, 
owned and run by Agnieszka, from Grudziadz in northern Poland, and Giovanni, from Caserta in Italy. He has been in the 
trade for more than 30 years and they were both working at Il Mulino’s when their employer decided to retire, so, it was 
at that moment they decided to take the plunge, with Giovanni taking charge of the kitchen and Agnieszka front of 
house. They have been serving tasty, well-cooked Italian food to customers ever since in a very friendly and humorous 
atmosphere. 

Hope runs an annual fundraising dinner for Hope there, usually in May every year. On that evening, the guests are served 
a range of dishes from a short menu and a substantial amount donated to Hope. It is usually a very well-attended event 
and most enjoyable. Our last event there raised over £700. The staff are always cheerful and most helpful and we thank 
them very much for their on-going commitment to Hope. 

 
                                                         

  

 

Il Mulino’s restaurant staff (Agnieszka 
second from left) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Volunteer’s  Story.   Below is an extract from an article by Charlotte Evison on her recent visit to Hope. 

.  
 

           

 
 
 

Exam results: In June all the children who sat their Year 10 (GCSE) Exams got their results. All at Hope were truly 

delighted as they were the best results ever. Here they are: 

Name Mal 
1 

Mal 
II 

Eng Hin SS Phy CHE Bio Maths IT Result 

SANIKA A+ A A A+ B+ A A+ A+ B+ A+ 5A+, 3A,2B+ 

SHABITHA A+ A+ B+ A+ B A+ A A C+ A+ 5A+,2A,1B+,1B,1C+ 

RENJITHA A+ A+ B+ B+ A+ B+ B B+ C A+ 4A+,4B+,1B,1C, 

MEGHA A+ A+ B+ B B+ A B+ A+ C+ A 3A+,2A,3B+,1B,1C+ 

ATHIRA C+ B+ B+ B+ C B+ C+ C+ C A+ 1A+,4B+,3C+,2C 

MANJUSHA B A C+ B+ B C C D+ C A 2A,1B+,2B,1C+,3C,1D+ 

ANJALY A B D+ C+ D+ D+ D+ C D+ A 2A,1B,1C+,1C,5D+, 

MANOJ B+ A+ B+ B C+ B C C C+ A 1A+,1A,2B+,2B,2C+,2C 

 

It is a real testament to the hard work of the children and to the staff who have had a real push in recent years to 

raise standards and get good results. Well done and congratulations to all. 

 

As my school sponsors 6 children within Hope Community Village and 

hearing all the wonderful and inspiring stories from Alan and 

Margaret, I just knew I had to visit. Whilst I was on a yearlong 

sabbatical it was the perfect opportunity to go. However, I wanted to 

ensure that I would be of use in the village  and had agreed before the 

trip that I would teach conversational English to the children and 

adults. Prior to my visit I had absolutely no idea what to expect. 

Having seen many videos I knew what it would look like and who some 

of the children were. However I was aware that the level of the English 

language was questionable. 

On day one I had a meeting with Santhiraj where the expectations were set out. We discussed who I would be 
teaching and when. This included teaching kindergarten basic English from 10am-12 as well as teaching the older 
girls English sessions whilst they were still on their summer vacation. Also it was decided that conversational 
language would be taught to the mothers.  
I would also be communicating with the rest of the children when they returned from school between 4-5pm.  
On day one I was amazed at how much English the children and adults could speak, particularly the children who 
studied in English language medium schools. Their fluency and accuracy was amazing but the children just lacked in 
confidence. Unfortunately, due to the limited time I was in India, I had only rare occasions to interact with all the 
children within the village. However, from 3.30 – 4.30 I would play simple games with the children when they arrived 
home. These games included Chinese Whispers, Fruit Salad, Clap, Greetings your Majesty. As well as these games 
general conversations were held with the children whilst they were playing. Most of the children were extremely 
happy to greet me saying “Auntie, Auntie.” 
Next time, I will ensure I make more time to interact with these incredible children. 
Advice for future volunteers 
Be prepared for hard working, inspiring and wonderful children and teachers. Everyone wants to learn and they 
appreciate all the help you are giving them. Plus they are always willing help you in a variety of different ways such 
as: to learn Malayalam, to help you find resources, to support you in your crazy ideas and most of all make you feel 
at home.  
For myself I will be completing the TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign Language) course, to gain further 
ideas/resources and teaching techniques when teaching in the future. 
One more piece of advice -  be aware that you will fall in love with Kerala and Hope Community Village, the children 
will steal a piece of your heart and you will never want to leave. I only wish I had gone earlier so I could stay longer! 

 

 
 

 


