
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  UPDATE 
APRIL 2017 

Party Time 

Regular visitors Cheryle Berry and Shirley Vincent held their usual end-of-visit party for the children with 

a hilarious and highly enjoyable mix of party games culminating in a visit for all from the ice-cream van. 

And, is this the longest game of musical chairs ever? 

                 
 

           
 

 

 

 

 

HOPE children in their 

lovely new football kit. 

(See the article below.) 

Has Football really 

become as popular as 

Cricket? 

Editor’s Note: 

A recent visit to Hope has given us much material for this edition. All is well at Hope and the children continue to grow and 

thrive under the watchful eye and dedicated care of the wonderful staff. We hope you enjoy reading our efforts. 

 

  



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Truss Roof! 

One of the highlights of our visit was the formal opening of the 

new “truss roof” at the Boys’ Hostel. A truss roof is a canopied 

roof space on the flat roof of a building for living and 

recreational purposes. This project was made possible by a 

very kind donation of £1,900 from the Umbrella Trust. The new 

building for our growing family of teenage boys had consumed 

much of the plot so this newly created area has given them a 

lovely new space for play, study and for sitting out in the cool 

evenings. 

The boys worked hard for several days before the opening to 

make the space their own. They put up netting and painted the 

perimeter walls and staircase in bright colours and artistic 

murals. Finally, they did themselves proud by hosting a lovely 

opening ceremony for guests and everyone from main site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Refurbishments: 

As happens with all homes, some of the houses at Hope are beginning to 

show wear and tear both inside and out. Consequently, we need to make 

a start on a cycle of refurbishment and Manalavan house is first on the 

list. One of the first to be built in 1995, it needed a complete roof job, 

new tiling inside, new bathrooms and a complete redecorating makeover 

both inside and out. The work is nearing completion and the Manalavan 

family eager to move back in from Alice House, where they have been 

camping out for several weeks. They can’t wait to see their new-look 

home. Mundakkal house is next on the list. 

This work is in addition to the routine maintenance and redecorating 

that proceeds on a regular basis. Keeping the place ship-shape can be an 

expensive business! 

 

Founder’s Day: 

February 7th was again 

celebrated by Hope as its 

second Founder’s Day to 

commemorate our esteemed 

founder John Veitch on his 

birthday. The evening function 

was attended by some 

illustrious guests – Betty Karan 

from nearby Alleppey, retired 

business-woman and 

philanthropist, Mr. Roy Paul 

and Prof. Babu Chacko from 

Kottayam, together with Indian 

Trustees, visitors, all the 

children, staff and other 

invited guests. After the 

customary short speeches, we 

were treated to some 

wonderful entertainment of 

song and dance by the children 

and all guests enjoyed 

refreshments and good 

company. 

 



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biju’s Story. We are pleased to share Biju’s story 

with you with his full permission. 

Born in 1991, Biju was one of the first arrivals at 

Hope as a young boy. An only child, his mother 

brought him to Hope after the loss of his father. His 

mother had to find work as a live-in housemaid and 

was unable to keep him with her. 

Biju settled at Hope in Ottokandathil House and 

quickly became a very popular and well-liked boy 

with his shy demeanour and excellent behaviour. 

He did well at school and went on to study for a 

degree in engineering and applied science. He now 

has an excellent job with an I.T. company with a 

good salary and great prospects. After living in 

hostel accommodation with his company for a 

couple of years, he was able to save enough to get 

 

 
Outreach: 

A growing feature of our work at Hope is the Outreach 

programme. Presently we support 8 children in five 

different families. Not all children from families in 

desperate circumstances need to live at Hope. They all 

have lost breadwinners in their families at a very young 

age and are in major financial difficulties. The mothers, 

with our financial support, are able to love and care for 

their young families at home. This keeps families 

together and avoids putting pressure on space and 

residential care costs at Hope. It is a very rewarding 

aspect of our work in the neighbourhood. 

 

 
One of the families being helped by our outreach programme 

 

Has Football become as popular as Cricket at HOPE? 

 

Another one of the highlights for the Hope children this year has been the introduction of Football to add to their list of 

recreational activities. A football coach was hired in summer last year, thanks to the generosity of one of our regular visitors to 

Hope. The children took to the game in such a big way that the coaching has continued and the children train very earnestly most 

evenings, with their coach coming once a week on Sundays.  

The next step was to supply the children with some kit. Again, due to some fundraising by supporters in the UK, particularly 

Chesterfield Inner Wheel, a strip and some training bibs were purchased. 

In addition, an appeal in our last newsletter for good quality used football boots yielded wonderful results. Long-time supporter 

Carol Cross from Stockport made contact with one of her local primary schools and their teacher, Alistair Blackburn, organised a 

collection of boots. They were duly transported over to the Halifax area by Carol, taken to Hope in various suitcases and 

distributed to the children. We won’t forget in a hurry the palpable sense of excitement and the flurry of fitting, swapping and 

tying of laces that ensued. 

The children are now fully kitted out and training hard. The training sessions on weekdays are very ably led by two girls, Viji and 

Tresiamma, and both boys and girls are ready for some competitive games planned for the school summer holidays in April and 

May. 

A wonderful story on many different levels – the children love the game, they are getting fit and active, they are developing team, 

leadership and sports skills and having fun to boot! A very big thank you to all the people who have made this possible. 

 

 

 

 

a place of his own. 

His first task was to 

proudly bring his 

mother to live with 

him. Mother and 

son re-united, she 

was at last able to 

quit her job. Her 

initial decision to 

enlist the help of 

Hope in her hour of 

need was 

vindicated. Hope is 

proud of both of 

them. 



 

 
 

Recycle Inkjet Cartridges and Old 
Mobile Phones 

 

 

Recycle your empty inkjet cartridges to help protect the environment and raise money for Hope 
Community Village. It’s so easy. All you have to do is register and choose who you want to raise 
money for. You will receive freepost recycling bags and can send back up to 5 cartridges at a time or 
desktop recycling boxes for larger volumes. 

Recycle your old mobile phones to protect the environment and raise money for our charity. It’s easy 

and even if your phone is broken, faulty or locked it still has a value. Just register and choose who you 
want to raise the money for. 

Just go to www.recycle4charity.co.uk, register on their website, and you can then order recycling bags or 
boxes. 

 

 

 

Collection boxes form a substantial, steady 

income for Hope. However, we have only 

been able to place 35 boxes so far. We are 

looking for volunteers to place boxes, up to 

five if possible, in shops, workplaces and 

homes in their area. Can you help? It 

simply requires distributing the boxes, 

collecting and replacing at intervals and 

encouraging takers to keep in a prominent 

position. For further details, contact 

Norma Veitch. Tel. 07968375808 or on 

normaveitch1@gmail.com 

 

You could be supporting HOPE without it 

costing you a penny! 

When you are buying travel, presents or 

other goods online, your store, Amazon, John 

Lewis etc. will donate a percentage of what 

you spend to HOPE. All you do is go to App 

Store from your tablet/phone. Put in 

Easyfundraising and the app comes up. 

Download. When you want to buy anything 

on the internet just click on app then click on 

the store you need. No messing about at all. 

http://www.recycle4charity.co.uk/

